Gleaner’s Sunday School Lesson at First Baptist Church

September 27, 2026

Unit: How God Speaks: All kinds of things happen in our world. Gravity is one of the physical realities
we encounter, but spiritual realities are even more foundational: One of the most essential spiritual
realities is that God speaks to us—sometimes in thunder, or in a whisper, but always with clarity and
purpose. Like gravity, His voice demands a response. In this unit, we are learning how God speaks to
us through his People, the Bible, Circumstances, His Church, and His Holy Spirit. We also learn how
to respond.

Session #4: God Speaks Through Circumstances (p.45)
The Scripture: Primary Source: Bible Studies for Life, the Senior Adult Personal Study Guide,
Fall Edition, 2026 or open your Bible to (Romans 8:26-35)

Prayer: Heavenly Father, Thank You for Your everlasting love, mercy, grace, and especially Your
forgiveness of sin and presence with us. Help each of us view negative and positive circumstances as
opportunities for You to work Your good plan for our benefit. It is in your holy name, | pray, Amen.

Question #1 (p. 45): When has a random encounter ended up being a life-changing moment for
you? | met my husband-to-be at a garden party in Norfolk VA. This became a life-changing
encounter since it was the beginning of 58 wonderful years of marriage. We have all had what we
thought were incidental encounters, or “being in the right place at the right time,” but looking back, we
realize this was God’s way of helping us follow His life-long plan. In Romans, Paul provides insight
into how we are to view circumstances as a way God speaks and guides us in His will.

The Point: God uses circumstances to guide us in His Will.

The Setting: Romans 8 is best read against the backdrop of the preceding chapters. Ch.1-5 explains
the need to experience salvation that God provides through Christ, as well as the life of those who
experience His salvation. Ch. 6-8 focus is on being conformed to the image of Christ while living with
life’s struggles, and Chapter 8 teaches that the key to victorious living is to be found in our
dependance on the Holy Spirit. Today’s study is particularly meaningful to believers facing hardships
that have challenged their faith and caused thoughts not in God’s favor. Paul offers assurance that
we can trust God in circumstances that are never obstacles, but opportunities to display His
sovereign power, communicate His will, and accomplish His holy purposes.

Read Romans 8:26-27 (p. 46) The Holy Spirit helps us pray and navigate our circumstances.
Verse 26, 27: As hope sustains us during times of suffering, the Spirit helps us during our weakness.
Some view weakness as a reference to a Christian’s limitations in the flesh. Paul found the Lord’s
power sufficient in his own weakness. Others interpret weakness as a sense of inadequacy in the
area of prayer. Sometimes we don’t know how or what to pray for, but God searches our hearts as
the Spirit intercedes according to God’s will on our behalf. This gives us courage and clarity,
helping when burdens and disappointments are overwhelming.

Question #2 (p.47) What circumstances have made you most aware of your spiritual
weakness?

Question #3 (p.47) How does the Holy Spirit help us navigate our circumstances and our
weakness within those circumstances?

Read Romans 8:28-30 (p. 48) God uses our circumstances to accomplish His will and make us
more like Christ.



Verse 28: God is at work even in our dark circumstances. He works all things out for our benefit,
which is to make us more like Christ. Our loving God is at work in, though, and around those who
love God and are called according to his purpose.

Verse 29: Our responsibility is to share the gospel with everyone. What is predestined is that we
are to conform to the likeness of God’s Son and ultimately be made complete in our future state of
glorification. The term, firstborn, emphasizes Christ’'s supremacy and suggests there will be other
brothers and sisters.

Verse 30: And those he predestined, he also called; This is a sovereign call that draws sinners
from death to life. It is a powerful call in which God opens our hearts so we can hear His voice.
Justification refers to God’s declaration that when we believe, we are made right with Him. Jesus
paid the penalty for our sins, and we have received His righteousness. ...and those He justified, he
also glorified. Glorification identifies the final stage of our salvation in the future.

Question #4:(p.49) What confidence can these verses give believers in any circumstance?
Question #5: (p.49) How have you experienced the truth of these verses in your own life?

Read Romans 8:31-35 (p. 51) We can trust God to work for our benefit.

Verse 31: Earlier in Ch 8, Paul celebrated the believer’s invincible position in Christ. Many truths
make it clear that God is for us. Because He is all powerful, all knowing, all loving, and all wise,
nothing could ever separate Him from His children. If God is for us, who is against us?

Verse 32: How will He not also with him grant us everything? God, who sacrificed His own Son
for us, will not withhold from us that which is less significant.

Verse 33: Who can bring an accusation against God’s elect? The answer to Paul's question is—
No one can successfully press charges against those God has justified. God is the one who justifies.
As judge, God has already declared those charges erased.

Verse 34: Who is the one who condemns? Since no charge can be brought against those whom
God has justified by faith, then no condemnation can be brought against them either. Christ was
exalted to the Father’s right hand; he intercedes for us.

Verse 35: Who can separate us from the love of Christ? None of Paul’s listed disasters can
separate the believer from Christ and His love. Trouble and hardship can actually strengthen the love
between believers and Christ Jesus warned we could expect suffering in this world but also
reminded us that He had conquered the world. (John 16:33)

Question #6: (p. 52) What truths can believers hear God speak to them during painful difficult
circumstances?

Question #7 (p. 52) How can we truly know that God is for us and trust that He is working for
our benefit?

Engage Activity (p. 57)

Live it Out choices on (p. 56)

Summary: Whatever our circumstances, the Holy Spirit intercedes and helps us pray as we seek His
will. The Spirit helps us during times of weakness and constantly intercedes on our behalf before the
Father. We can live in confidence that God is always working for our good, even in difficult
circumstances. God will use our circumstances to accomplish His will and make us more like

Christ. Our destiny as believers is under the control of God. God is on our side; therefore, no one
can successfully oppose us. God sacrificed His own Son on our behalf so that we might be

saved. We can trust Him to work for our benefit.

Prayer: Father God, Thank You for the promise that You are working in every circumstance to bring
about Your good will in our lives. Help each of us remember that no circumstance can separate us
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus, Amen.

Watchword: May the Lord watch between thee and me while we are absent one from another.



