Gleaner’s Sunday School Lesson at First Baptist Church

September 20, 2026

Unit: How God Speaks: All kinds of things happen in our world. Gravity is one of the physical realities
we encounter, but spiritual realities are even more foundational: One of the most essential spiritual
realities is that God speaks to us—sometimes in thunder, or in a whisper, but always with clarity and
purpose. Like gravity, His voice demands a response. In this unit, we are learning how God speaks to
us through his People, the Bible, Circumstances, His Church, and His Holy Spirit. We also learn how
to respond.

Session #3: God Speaks Through His Holy Spirit (p.30)
The Scripture: Primary Source: Bible Studies for Life, the Senior Adult Personal Study Guide,
Fall Edition, 2026 or open your Bible to (1 Corinthians 2:6-16)

Prayer: Heavenly Father, Thank You for Your everlasting love, mercy, grace, and especially Your
forgiveness of sin and presence with us. Holy Spirit, we humbly ask that You open our eyes so we may
contemplate wonderful things from Your instructions. In your holy name, | pray, Amen.

Question #1 (p. 31): How can you tell when you’ve heard God’s voice? Most of us have 6000
thoughts running through our minds every day that may cause us to feel overwhelmed. How to reject
those unreliable or even destructive thoughts? The Holy Spirit works within us to discern God’s voice
from those competing for our attention. The Holy Spirit opens our understanding to the realities of
God in the Bible and guides us in an accurate response.

The Point: The Holy Spirit guides us in knowing God’s will.

The Setting: In 1 Corinthians Paul followed the conventional forms of letter writing in the first century
AD. The letter begins with an introduction, identifying the writer, the recipients, the opening greeting,
a thanksgiving, and a prayer (1Cor: 1-9). Paul then delved into his first issue—divisions within the
church that impaired unity, displayed worldly wisdom, and undermined the gospel message (1:10-17).
In the remainder of the chapter, he pointed to the difference between worldly wisdom and God’s
wisdom. In his work among the Corinthians, Paul relied on the gospel and the Holy Spirit's power. He
wanted their faith to be in God and not in human instruments (2:1-5)

Read 1 Corinthians 2:6-8 (p.32) We can’t comprehend His will by our own power or reasoning.
Verse 6: People who believe the gospel and recognize it as genuine wisdom are classified by Paul as
mature.

Verses 7,8: As believers, we speak a hidden wisdom in a mystery that God predestined before
time began for our glory. God proposed to bring us to glory through Christ crucified— the only way
of salvation. None of the rulers knew this wisdom. If they had, they would not have crucified the
Lord of glory.

Question #2 (p.33) What are some examples of the wisdom of this age?

Question #3 (p.33) What do you find mysterious about God’s wisdom?

Read 1 Corinthians 2:9-11 (p. 34) The Holy Spirit reveals the mind of God.
Verse 9: The ordinary ways of human perceptions (eye, ear, heart) cannot comprehend the mysteries
of God. He has prepared these things for those who love Him. We can read the Bible, but it is the



Holy Spirit who opens our eyes to see its truth. He will guard us from error, never telling us anything
contrary to Scripture.

Verses 10, 11: The Spirit of God searches everything, even the depths of God. Nothing is hidden
from His Spirit who shares in the divine attribute of being omniscient, or all-knowing. He is the
reliable source of all human insight into God’s wisdom. No one knows a person’s thoughts or the
thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.

Question #4:(p.35) What do you think God has prepared for you that you can hardly

imagine? Question #5: (p.35) When has the Holy Spirit revealed a truth to you at just the right
time?

Read 1 Corinthians 2:12-16 (p. 37) We must rely on the Holy Spirit to help us apply Scripture to
our lives.

Verses 12,13: In contrast to “the spirit of the world,” believers have received the Spirit from God—the
Holy Spirit is received at the moment of conversion so we may understand or experience God’s
truths. We cannot perceive the wonder of all God has given us in Christ apart from the insight God
gives us through His Spirit. Paul acknowledged the Holy Spirit's role in receiving the revelation from
God, in understanding and expressing it by speaking these things and explaining spiritual things to
spiritual people.

Verses 14, 15: People without the Spirit cannot grasp God’s revelation of His wisdom because they
use human wisdom to judge Christ’s claims. The spiritual person can evaluate everything and is able
to examine and judge rightly because they have had the eyes of their hearts enlightened (Eph 1;18) and
are no longer blinded by the god of this world. What matters to the spiritual person is the Lord’s
judgment.

Verse 16: Here, Paul quoted Isaiah 40:13. The expression, the mind of Christ, is synonymous with
God’s hidden wisdom. Believers’ minds are more controlled by the Spirit; they take on the mind of
Christ and evaluate life as He does. They think as He thinks instead of following their own faulty
reasoning.

Question #6: (p. 38) How would you describe the spirit of the world?

Question #7 (p. 38) How would you describe having the mind of Christ?

Engage Activity (p. 36)
Live it Out choices on (p. 39)

Summary: The point of this study is clear. On our own, we can’t understand God’s wisdom or
comprehend His will. However, God speaks through His Holy Spirit who guides us in knowing God's
will. Moreover, He reveals to us the mind of Christ. We must depend on the Holy Spirit to distinguish
God’s will, thoughts, and ways from our human desires, thought processes and actions. What the
Spirit makes known will always be consistent with Scripture.

Prayer: Father God, Thank You for the gift of Your Holy Spirit. Help us hear and obey the Spirit’s
leading as He guides us into all truth. “May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable to you, Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer.” (Psalm 19:14) Amen.

Watchword: May the Lord watch between thee and me while we are absent one from another.



